Amendments to the Abstract: 

ABSTRACT 

Please replace the abstract that appears on page 12 of the specification 
with the following revised abstract which is submitted on a separate sheet. 
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Abstract 



Th e i nv e nt i on r e lat e s to a A method and apparatus for determining a measuring point in 
time (tM), at which a measured value is to be produced by a field device [[(1)]] of 
process automation technology, wherein the field device [[(1)]] communicates its 
measured values at certain communication points in time Hk) over a field bus following 
a query from a central control unit with regard to the measured values of the field 
device. The invention provides that the fo l lowing communication point in time (tf) is 
approximated from at least two communication points in time (tK, tK) and that the 
measuring point in time (tM) is determined on the basis of the approximated 
communication point in time (tf). Add i tiona l ly, th e inv e ntion r el ates to a corresponding 
apparatus. 



